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nr vi:nK)MT,
ON THE FORTIIT'JATION IilLL.

Iloutn nf RoprfsenUtivcs, May 2t, r.'irt.

Tho Hotisa being in Comniittce of tlic
Whole, Mr Mnnn ol Now York, in thu
Chnir

Mr. II AIL, of Vermont, rosn nnd snid,
ho oonld noi recoucilo it with his senso ol
duty to his coustitucnts to rcumin lonjjer
f ilunt in rclution to tlie cvcnts wlucli
wcrc dnily pnssing heforo liim. IIo would
hnve preferred to submit tlio very gcncrnl
vicw which liu intcuded to ;.ikc o'l'soinn of
tho most iniiortiuit menstircs heforo Con- -
grcfs, whcn u liill ou tlio talilu t'riiiii tlic
Scnntc (thu liind liill) should como up ior
iliscussioii ; lint he lind verv Intelv bcen
wnrned hy so.no rulhcr omuious votcs ol
thc llouse; thnt it might bo ho pleasure nf
gemicmeu loprovei nny ureoi a c.uu.i 01
t ip Uoi.se on tlmt b.l , nnd he hnd tl.c.oforo
deter.n.ned to uvn.l hu.is.lfof thu piesen
occnsion. Hc know it wns tho desiic ol
irt'ntliunen to lake tlic nucstion tlmt liiuht,
nnd hu shnnld t'ondcnsc liis roiuiuks in
sMich n nmmicr ns to occnpy ns little of tlic
tiinc of llio coininiltcc ns uns pi'HCticnblo.

Wu havc, ns J think, (siiid Mr.II.) rcachcd
a new and c.vtiaordinary cra in thu hiMory
of tliis nation. Whcn wc cinio togcther in
Dcceinht'r, wo wuro in tlie inidst of an
I'.xcitenicnt nrising ont of an npprchcndcd
wur witli Finnce. Duinig tlio existcncc of
tliat cxcitcincnt, whcn it was stippncd hy
tho conntiy thnt rcnl nnd initnincnt dangcV
o.xibted ol nn niniost iinincdiato wnr witli n
most powci-fn- l foreign nation, we wcre
fiirnishi'd hy tho Exccntivo witli nn cFtimnto
of npproprintions which wonld hc r ipiircd
for tlmt yenr. Do yon rcmctnber, sir, tho
niiionnt ol'thosn reip'iisitions? I will rcinind
yiiu of thctn. They wcre as follows:
Ordinarv nppropriutions spcci- -

(irally onlled Ior, .?17,5ir,933
Comptitnlion of cxtinordinnry

)ipirnpriations to mcct nll
untieijiated conlingencics, 5,G17,707

Mnking, in thc wliole, S:,i;):),(110

This, Bir, yon will obscrvc, was tlie
.'Miinntc snhmittcd to us dnring thc cs-tcnc- o

of onr dilliciilties witli n
wnr cstiinitto or, ntlcat snnh nn ottimntc
as the Exccntivo hranch of tliogovcrnment
thonght it proper to rcconimcnd undcr tho
possihle, if not prolmblc, contingcncy of n
wnr witli n powerful foreign nation." And
n coinparison of thc ainonnt with formcr
cstimatcs will show that it greally e.xcecd-r- d

those of prcvions years; und thnt, tipon
the principlc on wiiich tho govcrnnicni
hns hcrctoinrc nctcd, it roilld only he jiiBti-iic- d

hy thc uncnrtnin nnd .sonicwhntalarni-ingstat- e

of our foreign ntTairs. Now, sir,
all our difficuttics nre nniicnby ndjutcd ;

the nation is ut ; no foreign wur is
:ipprchinidcd,aud suddenly, ns if hy mngic,
n new warliko wntchworil is rung in our
oarp. It is foundcd from tho Uapilol,
ichoed in tho ncuspapcrs. pought to ho

puhlislicd in thc stierls nnd proclnitncd
irom the houso-tops- . "National dcfcnci! !

Nationnl dclV'nco!!" is thc rry, nnd wc, sir,
of tho minority, who hnve hcrctoforo hccn
hraudrd nn wasicful and extravagnnt Ipgis-lato-

for our votcs in favor of rcasonalile
npproprintions for fortitirations, nre now
nppronehcd hy liu: samc gentlemen who
latelv dciiouiic.ed iik, nnd very grnvclv l

:! if wo nro not in fuvor of npproprintions
for the "national dclcncr :T Evon tho
rhairman of tho committcc of Ways and
Meaus, (Mr Cauibicleng,) wlio hns noer
h(!en over hbcral in his support of the np-

proprintions for fortificntion, nnd wliosc
iiauie in the jouriml of the scssion
Mnnds recordcd in opposilion to mine
againtt nn apprnpiintion of sixty snvcn
thoiiMind dollars, for onc of thc prccise ts

for which the pres'cnt liill, rcported
hv l.iin, coutains nn iipprnprintinn of oue
hun.lml nnd fifty thousauil dollnrs; he, sir,
now sccins rcndy to mtcstion cvcn thepat- -

riotism ot nnv ono who hes.itntcs to mval- -
low, witliout oxnminntion, tlie most quixotic
projcots for sipiaudcring tho public moncy,
tindcr thu tiaiiio ot cxpcnditurrs for the
nationnl iicicncr. ftir, llns is no cry ot
pnlriolhm it is tho cry of hortkr inUrml,
inil ot pnrhj ; ml, lor oim, I slmll not ro -

spond to it. The convcrsion of ccntlcnn'ii
is nltogcther too suddcn, thc objcct too e,

to givo to their new eflbits nnv othrr
clmrnctcr llian tlmt of tho ridiculoiis ; nnd
hy tlnit cl nrnctcr tlicy miist nnil will hc
known to tlie country. As to mysell, sir,
I hhlth kccl) .StraiL'llt lllicnd Oll IIIV old tmck.
T hnve hHvays voied in favor ol lihcral np -

proprintions for tho nationnl dctencp, nnd I

mihii iu iuuiui iueiii. i eii.wi
rlicurfully voio fiir Ihe ono hundreil nnd fif-

ty Ihoiisuiid dollurs for fonifying Hohton
bnrbor, uninnilencpd hy thc last yenr'n op- -

, position oftlio liouoruhle chnirinan,nuil for
nny othcr nppropriatioiis thnt hnve n reas-onabl- o

claiui to our upprobnlinn. Hut, sir,
I will not voto fnrnppropriations morcly to
ret rid of tlm public mnney. I hliiill firn

iuquire, bnvc hcrctoforo doue, wbcthcr
tho ohjcct for which tho moncy is usked
bo ii proper ono j nnd if it ho, then whcthcr
tho siim (lcmaudcd e.nu bo profiinbly ox- -

.pcnded during tho ycnr ? II I comu to nn
nftirmaiivc couclusioii on bolb thcse poinis
I nliull vote for tho nppropriution. Othcr-wiK- i,

I himll voto nguiust it, und rihk the
biniincintinns of nll new convcrts to thc
'mtionnl defoucu' jiartv.

Sir, the sucrct nf thw new courso of
which is, indeed, no tccret nt nll, is

the discovery of n lurgo Burplns in the
Trcnsury, which tho penplo nro dcMrtms
of hnving distrihuted ninong thc Stntcs, nnd
nnd nppiied to somo uscful purpose. To
provent this distribution, wn hnvo for thu
Inst two or thrco motitliH, witncsscd n stnto
of thiugi nhogcthcr new in tho history of

.tniriegiaimion. iicrcioiore ino requipjuoiiB

oftlio Departmcnts wero cxnmined with
Koniii degreo of scrittiny hy tlic committcc
ofWitys mid Mcnns, to nsecrtnin if tlicy
wcre neccssary, or ifsome doductions froin
thcir innoiint inight not rensonnbly be
nmdo. Formorly, when mi unoxpocted
rcqtiisition camo m, yon coidd discovcr bv
tlio snbcr dcnicutmr of tlic comniittce of
W nys nnd Mchiis, tlmt tlicy vci lcnrful of
tlic eflcct of tlic new cull on tlie housc, nnd
tlmt tliny regretted tlic ncccssity which
compellod tlioin to ndvocntc it. Now, thu
sccne is cntirely chatiged. No sooncrdoes
tlio cliuirman of tlmt coinniittco rcecivn a
call foru new a)propri(ition, ovcn fornfow
thotisnnd dollnrs, thuti his cotihtenunce is
lighted up with iiuusunl joy; nnd on tlic
prospoct of n new Indinn wnr, nml tlie con
necticut call for mi nppropriution of n mil

, ,ig exutntioll is cxtrc'lllc. IIo riscs j,
,,, , t nm)arcilt scf.K1.aUl

,10 faJt to tho House, nnd
, m)tc ()f nUm.)h illform9 us ,, wo
1lst ft ,,,.; 'Ill)ollt , slll..mis ror

wo should ,111.Bi,nvo au oiitiortuuity of
ppoiiding it.

liut, sir, gcntlcmcn havc nothrcn contcut
witli the iccpiisitions of tie Exccutive.
Tho Di.'purttnents, contrary to nll formcr
practiccs, havo hucu solicitcd nnd importu-nc- d,

niid tcnsc'!, hy rcsolutions nnd leltcrs
ofcomiiiiUcL's, nnd pcrsotinl npplicntions,
for mlditioual t'stiuiutcs. A icsohitiou of
the Sinnto of the 18th of Fchrunry nsking
for ndditioiiid cstimatcs prodnccufa hricf
lctter from tho Sccrctnry of tho Nnvy,
trnusmittiug, not liis own vicws, Imt the
iinngiuings of tho Nnvy Coiniiiissioni'rs i

and n dctniled icport of thc Sccrctary of
W'm; overthrowing nml "toppling down
hcudlong," most ofjthe tnll projcct of gen-
tlemen for dissipaling tho rcveniie on

n rcport which docsthc highcst
crcdit to thnt distiuguishcd ofliccr, and
which had its )roduction hecn the only nct
ofhislifc, wonld havc plnccd liis namc hy
tho side of thoso of tho most cmiucnt
statosmcn of the country. Thc nuswcr to
this rrbolution was not n very digcstihlo
all'air. 'J'hc Sccrctary of thc Nnvy mid
nothing. Thc Sccrctary of Wnr intcrposed
an nrgunient thnt cotdd not he controvertcd;
nnd, whnt wns no loss insupernhle, the
I'rcsidcnt himsclf cxprcssed nn ojtitiioti in
nccordnncc with the Sccrctary. lint gen-
tlemen wero not to he put uside hy onc

Tho Scnatc placc thcmsclves in
nn iinploriug nttitude, nud nddrcss thc Scc-retnr-

in the lunguagc of Kiipplicatiou.
I)o, bir, he hu gootl nsto inform us tho most
yon cnn possihly c.xpcnd dnring the ycnr,
in your Jcinrtment ? "Whnt is tho maxi-mu- m

ninount" tlnt is thc I.Miguagc that
can hc oxpendcd? This tpicstion wns rnthcr
too cxtrnordinary for so old fnshioncd n
rnun ns the Sccrctary, and heBcenis to havo
hccn puzlcd to know whnt to do with it.
He know thc cxtrnviignnt nnswcr which
thc crnving nppetitcs of those who mado
thc iniiiiry dcninndcd, nnd thnt hc could
not give it without nhandouiiig thc estimatc
hc hud delihcrately mnde ntthecoinmence-uicn- t

of tho scssion, nud cniitrudictiug nll
thc prinriplt's which he hnd so nhly niain-tuine- d

in his roport. Jiut not dcsiring to
bo tincivil to so rcspcctnblc nnd gentlcman-l- y

n hndy ns tho Scnatc oftlio Ui Stntcs, ho
hnnds ovcr thc rcsolutiou to tlic chicf r:

"Hcre, sir, yoti auswcr it." Erom
thu rcpiitation which the Chicf Enginccr
hns whcthcr justly or not I will not pre- -
tciid tosav ol licmg tho most liuernl nnd
,,titii(ru,.i, !,.ii nf i,nvrnnirer ill tlm (Jovnrn- -

uicut in rcgard tonpiropiiations, onc inight
uaturnlly Mjpprwc ho would Imvo foiiud un
diflii'iilly iu giving tho rcquircd nuswer.
lint no siich tliliifr. Evcn he, sir, hclicvcs
tlicre is a limit within which expcndituros
filiould be circiiniscribed, nud hcyond
which they hccomc wnsti'ful nnd cxtrnvn-gan- t.

Ue, too, dcclincs to nnswcr, nnd
following tho i'.xnui)le of tho Sccretnry,
hnnds ovcr tho liumhle cntrcnty of thc
ff'iintn tn Iiiq ciiilinrinntitn ! nml wontlpnrrtli
Uinl) gccoll(( Lioiitcnnnt of Enginecrs, in

, ..,ir ,n71. ii,.s. sHviiu. thnt. in liis
opinion, home mx nnllinns may ho licncli-cmll- y

t'.xpcndfd on foitillcutious, nnuually.
And it - upon this nnked opinion of n
Sccond l.'K'iitciinnt of EngincorH, witliout
uuv ilcs gnation ot ohjccts, or nnv rcusons

' ,.m.(i"or t,u e.xtrnordinnry (onclusion
, 1U Illia nrriVfil. thnt wo nro to hc

callcd ii io tt to npproprintc millinus of the
public moncy.

ftir. llip Si'rrptnrv iC wnv rpnililtnlps tbn
, j,(;n f Uvislini; nur iPKiurrcs on extcnsive
f,tificnlioiis on thc scnbonrd-foitificnt- ions

.iich it wonld mpiire n largo Rtiiuding
' nrmv tn fimn nml vvImi.I, nn nnnnv wnnlil
j )() siily cnoiigh to go out of his wny to
nimck, wheu ho could nccoiuplish nny ob--
,c,.i uivnsion inilch lnnrc r.nlivoilionl V

bv ikiss'iiil' thcm bcvnnd L'linsbnt distance
lio ovcrthrows inoft eoiiclusivcly the cx- -
tciHlcd Fystcm ol dclcnco on which our
foinmr systems Imvo hccn nindc, prnposts
to conliiic our liiriilicnliou tothc protcction
ol tho importnnt seniiorts Irom nuvnl np
proachcs, nnd to limit thc oxtent of thoso
works t" their cnimbiliiy, with tho uid ot
Mciim nntteries, ol ncrninphshiug that

of rcHsting suddi n ntiacks; rcly-ing-

tho jiatriotUm of ihe people, nidcd
hy tho liieiliiics nfl'ordcd by tlm iiitcriml
iinpnncinentH of tho connlry for the rnpid
coucciilration of foieo ou nny point of k,

ns thu grcnt nud lcndiug iiicnus of al

defencc. He rccoiiimcndH u
of sitcs nud u recousidcration of

plnns, hcforo commcnciug now worke.
hir, this is tho languuge of rcuson nnd of
common bciibu; nud vthonver ndopis tho
ptinciplcs of thu Sccrctary, will find it
somewlintdillicultto discovcr proper objects
for tho exncndituro of mucli moro thaii n
titlio of tlio Biini recommonded no, not
recommcndtd tztoritd from ono of tho
clcrlifl iu tho oflicu of the Chicf EuKinccr.
HesidcB, sir, wo nll know thnt whcn tho
objectB of npproprintionnre desirable, thero

is n limit hcyond which innney cnnnot
profitnhle ho exticnded in nnv civett pcrioil
oftiinc. A documcnt ou our tnhlc shows
that thero rcmnincd in thc Trcnsttry on thc
urst dny ot Jnnunry Inst, ot inonoy helorc
nppropriatcd nnd not llien cxpcnded,

Of this Binn morc tlmn two
millions wcro of npproprintions for ropn'rs
of.ships, nnd thc incrpnso nnd improvcinclit
of tho Nnvy ; 81!i3,000for Nnvy ynrds, nnd
nlthough no fortificntion hill pnsscd nt the
last Bession, thero still rcmnincd in thc
Trcnsury nt tho hpcinning of tho prcsent
ycnr avcr fifty six thousnnd dollnrs, of
moncy prcviously iipiropnntcd to fortmcn-tion- s

nnd nll this during thc cxistiug difli-culti-

with Francc. Sir, cithcrtlio Exec-utiv- c

inust havo bcen wilfully ncgligcnt of
its dutics, or tho uno.xpcndcd moncy in the
Trcnsury could notho profitubly c.xpendcd.
Gentlemen ccrtninly will not tnko tho lirst
horn of the dilcmma. Neithcr will I. Vo(
all know that thc dciuntid which thc (!ov-crnmc- nt

tnakcs for the pcculiar kind of
mntcruus nnii lahor wlucli it roquircs, may

'hccomc grcntcr thnn thc nntural mcnns of
PHp1y ; nnd thnt whcn such point is
renchoci, nny iittcnijjt to torco thc prnscrti-tio-

of works must rcsult eithcrin a matc-ri- nl

rcduction in thcir nunlity nnd valuo,or
such n wnsteful c.xpcniiitiiro of moncy ns
no Govcrnmcnt would rngngein butduriug
n pcnod oftlio inostoxlrcmc ncccssity nnd
dangcr. Sir, most of thc nioiicy under
thcse c.xtrnvngant npproirintions cnnnot,
nnd will not ho cxpcnded. It will still in

in thc Trcasury, and nll ultcmpts to
drnin ithy this mode of operntion, will, so
far ns tho nioney is not o.xtrnvngniitly wnst-c-

hc altogethcr tiugutory. Thc Sccretn-ric- s,

IhWi of Wnr nnd the Nnvy, well under-stun- d

this mattcr, nnd wiscly'declinc mnk-
ing thcmsclvrs icsjionihlc ior thcse Quix-
otic npproprintions. If gentlemen dcsirc
to ns.suine n rcs)onsibility which thc Excc-
utive dcclincs, tlicy nro ccrtaiuly nt libcrty
to do so. I bhnll tnkc carc to wnsh tny
hnnds of tho rrsponsibility hy voting ngninst
the npproprintions.

Uut, sir, tho "national dcfcncc" projcct
having cncountercd so mnny obstnolcs fiom
the Dcpnrtmcnts, nnd it being asccrtniiicd
thnt it will cntirely fnil of dissipatiug thc
public revcnue, gentlpmen havc very

set tlicinselvcs nt work in
othcr Fchcmcs for nccomplishing

thc snine laudnhlc ohjcct. I slmll not stoii
to cnumcrnte thc vurious projccts which
this strifo for thc honor of being thc

of thc most expnditions nnd cflcctunl
mode of draining thoTrensury hns jiroduc-c- d.

Any gentlcman, wlio hns n curiosity
to cxamine n list of thcm, will fuid onc
npproximnting ns neurly to porfection ns
thc nattire of tlic suhjcct will ndmit, in tho
printed remnrks of the gentlcmnn from
New York on tny left, Mr Gillett, who
cntcchiscd so ion committally his rollcngue,
Mr Graugcr, in rcgurd to thcso vurious

schcuics, und who, 1 thought bctorc the
jirompt rcsponscs of his collcngue wcrc
comiiletcd, most henrtily wishcd thcm hnck
in thc brniiiB oftlio very respcctnble gentlc
man wlio hnd coucoctcit tlicm. l lecl imilcr
grcnt obligntions to iny fricnd fiom New
iork Mr UillcttJ lor thc inlior liu hns so
praisewottbily cxpcnded, in hunting 11 p
from umong thc dusty files oftlio twolloiis-c-

thesc various schemes, nnd of prcsenting
theni in so condenscd nnd portnble n furni.
J havc hnd thougbts ol niovmg thc llousc
for tho iirinting of nn cxtrn numbcr of tlie
gentleinnn's cntnlnguc, in ordcr thnt my
constitucnts inight jiiivca pprfcctknowlcdge,
of the very grcnt vnricty of modcsby which
ino puuuc luoney may ue jnpeiiiuusry
sqnniHlcrcd ; but ns I doubt whethcf such
n niotion would hc m order witliout a

nf thc rulcs, 1 trust thu gentlciimn
will purdoii tno for wuiving it, nt lcust for
prcsent. It is a little rcmarknblc, sir, that
two of thc most proiniucnt of thoso objects

in pursuanre,perhnps, of thc grcnt nnxicty
nf gentlemen tojiut down nll inonopolies
nre for the bcncfit ofcorporutions. I rcfer
to tlic projcct of thc gruve Scnnlor fi nm
Tcnncssee, Mr. Grundy for ciitcriug into
pnrtnership with rnilrond compnnics; nnd
to the no less cominenduble ouc nf thc
Scnntorfrom New York, .Mr Wright for
invcsting tlic Biirplus iu eoiporatioustncks!
Who nre to hc tho ngents of ninking tbesu
iiivcstments we hnvunotyct bcen iiilormed.
I hopc I slmll not hoconsidcred out of ordcr
in suggcsting thnt thcre uru suudry very
worthy genticinet) in tho New York Scuute,
who hnve had grcnt expcrience in thcse
stoek inuitcrs, nnd whoso cluiins for serviecs
rendcrcil, nnd trinls nud tribulntions cuihircd
in tho bloody wurs ngninst nionopolies,
ought not to be ovcrlookcd.

Mr. Chninniin, tlicro is n very greut
difliculty iu this inntter of b'pcnding

thccntirosiirplus. Whcn thcre nrerenlly
no proper ohjccts nf cxpendituie,it requires
immcn'-c- : iutcllcctuul Inlior tn discovcr thcm.
1 wonder, sir, thnt somo gentlciimn hns not
introduccd nn upproprintiun,sny ofutuillinii
or two, to be uwnrdcd to tlie iinrson who
hhould iiivcnt tho most pluusiblo mode af
(irnmuig tno trcnsury. l io not think it
would pruduro ninny new scbeiues, for I
believo thu ingcnuily of gcntleniPii Ims

hccn tnxed to tho iitmost; hut it
would hnvo tho mcrit of boing iisclf n
projcct, nnd of ubstructing from thu Trcns-
ury prcciscly the iimount which wns

us n prcmiuin. Ifuuy gentlcman
iinsn hchcino in liis drnwcr rcndy to ofl'or,
nud thinks tbin ubettcronc; or, ll nny gen-
tlcmnn who hns produccd n schoiue, nnd
ridden it thrnugh its hutterfly life, is deMrous
of mountiug nuothcr hobby, hu is wclcome
tothis "frcc guuis for nothing." I lcnvc
tho Num hluuk, to he fillcd up by whocvcr
rcceivcs it. I do not cugago tlmt itisnhso-lutol-

n proper mode of spcnding thu pub-li- o

inonuy j nor do I dcsiro nny gentlcman
to tnkc tho Bcheiui) nbsolutcly nt hin own
risk. I wnrinnt it to ho fully cqiiul, iu cvery
resj.cct, to most of thc projcrts that huc

gono bcfiiro it, and I fiirthcr wnrrant that
thopcoplc, to whomnlltheso tnattcrH must
bo linnily suhmitted, will so considcr it.

II r Chniriimu, I proposu tn impiiro into
the nctiinl stntu of tho Trcnsury, with the
vicw of nscertnining whcthcr its oomlition
nnd prospccts will nllow of u d'utrihutiou
of thc irocccils of tho public hinds iimung
thu Stntcs, us proposed hy tho hill on your
tnhle Irom thc Sonnto. JJtit, heforo doing
so, I hcg lcnvc to cnll tho uttention of tho
coinmittco- - to tho two last twnmiil rcports
oftlio Sccrctary of tho Trcnsury, for tho
tuiriioso of showing how cntirely misiuUcn
he hns hccn iu his cstiuintes of tho futitro
revenuu of thc country.

In his retinrt of Dcrcmhcr S.18!Jl.lio
cstimntcd tho halnnce that wonld hc in tlio j

Trcnsury on thc first of January. I8'd,1
at s.i,.riS(yKUl,
1 Io cstimatcd tho rcccipts during

tho ycar 1835, nt . 20,000,000 00
Mnking of nvailuhlo funds

Ior tlmt ycnr, . . 9i,.icii,v:r i

JSv thc roport of Doecmbor, Je.).), it np
pcnrs that thc nelual hnlance in tlic Trcns
nrv on thc first of .Tiiiiuniy, 1833, iiistead
of being nhout 5 2 millions, ns ho hnd
bcforc cstimntcd, wns 8,892,858 42; nnii
hv the samu rcport we arc informed thut
thc rcceipts of 1835, instead of bcing but
20 millions, wonld hc 28,130,381 07,

hy nenrly 8 miHions his prc-

vions cstiinnte. Obscrvc, sir, this wns tho
pstinintc inndo nt thc coinmcnccnicnt of
thc prccnt session.

Jiut, on tho 13th of Jnnunry, tho Sccre-
tnry, iu nnswcr to n cnll from the Scnntc,
informs us tlmt his cstiinnte of reccipts,
mado in Dcccmbcr, wns ipiito to low ; and
tlmt tlie nctunl rercipts for 1835 wcre

being nn nddition of six iiiillious,
wlucli tlie shorl pcriod of six vu'eks had
onabled him to discovcr. Tho ncrouut
thcu, hctwccn thu Trcasury und the Secre-tnrv'- .s

cstimatos for 1835, staiuls thus:
Asccrtaiiird halanco in the Trcnsury,

Janunrv 1, 1835, . .8,i2,M9 12

Actuid rcceipts for 1835, . 34,100,733 01)

Mnking tho stim of . $ 13,21)3,502 1

)cduct balance in thc Trcasury nnd rc-

ceipts ns cstimatcd, . 25,5811,232 3--

l.cnving nn excess of . 17,707,351) 77
of nvniluble funds for the ycnr 1835 ovcr
nnd ubove tho sum which hnd hccn d

hy the Sccrctary ut thc comincnce-men- t
nf tho ycnr.

Sir, in this nintter of csiimntes, thc Scc-
retnry loos not si'cui to pi ofit hy c.xperieneo,
for hu hus bccn quito ns widu of thu mark
this ycar ns Inst; nud hc ruiis into thcsnme
error, thnt of eslinmting the revcnue grcnt-l- y

too low. In his nuiiunl rcport, mnde ut
the coiiimciiccuicnt of the prcsent
he cstiuintes thu rece'nits for 1830 from nll

souiccs nt .?1!,725,700. On thc 18th of
April, 183G,in nnswcr to n cnll from thc
Scnntc, tho Sccrctr y informs us tlmt the
actual icceipts for tlie fi.ist quurter of 1630
umounted to thc sum of $10,725,700, nhout
onc iiiilliou morc tlmn one hulf of his csti-mnt-

revcnue for the wliole yenr. Hcrc
iignin the Secretnrv, ftrc days uftcrwurds,
finds his e.stimate for thc first qiinrteMn hc
ininus nhout hulf u iiiilliou. Henr his

I quote froin liis rcport of April
23, 1830: "It is deciucd proper tondd, that
some ndditioual rcturus of reccipts iutothc
Trcnsury during some of the last days of
Mnrch, which, from grcat distance, irregu.
larity m thc innils, or some other cnue,
hnd not nrrivcd, nnd could not bc necr- -
tuincd hv cithcr thu Treaaiircr or this I)c
pnrtineut nt thc tiino nf my fbriuor Ueport,
lmve sincc hccn rcccivcd, and inma.ic the
nniount ns llien nscertuincd by him jn liis
running nceouul tn he thc haluuce in thc
Trcnsury nhout 8451,515." flo thu iictuul
reccipts "into tlic Treasury during tho quur-
ter ending Mnrch 01, 1830, wcro $11,177-24- 5.

Sir, n man of moro suppicious tcmpern-tncnttba- n

inysclf inight elmrgc tbisiiui-for-

systiun of hlundcrintr, which the Scc-

retnry scenis to hnvo fnllen iuto, to some
motio of coneeahneiit, eMraueous froin
tho public good. I niakc nososuch elmrgc.
1 will not qiiestion cithcr thu integriiy or
gencrnl nbility of the Sccrctary. 1 hcliuvu
him tn hu iu inauy resncrts un excellent
ofiiccr. I iinpugn not liis motivcs ; hut I

wid say this of him, thnt for u YnnKeo ho
shows very little euttncssalguiismg. Wby,
sir, thedullcst of the Kentnckians on Clrccn
rivcr, who, wc wero thc othcr dny inform-
ed hy my fricnd (Mr. Hawi-.s,- ) thcir lepre-scntutiv- e,

mistook un ustrononiicnl obrcr-ntor- y

for the iiiiruculnus of
Jncoh's luddcr, would bo williug to reckon
ou n wnger ngninst his guessing; und in
Western phrusc, would be "mighty likcly
lo bent him nll hnllow."

Mr Clmirmuu, 1 eoino now to inqniro
into thc iictunl couditiou of thu Tieiiciiry,
with n vicw to nsccituin wlmt sum will ho
fnr disposiil during thu pri'fcut yenr. In
doing this, 1 slmll rcly nn tho Mutemciits
mnde by the Sceretu'ry of tho Tieusury
liinisclf 'for thu pas-t- , und on e stinmtcs for
tlio future, thc rensonnhlencss of which
cnnnot bo cnllcd iu picion.

Thu bulaiice in thu Trcnsury Jnnunry 1M,

1635, wns . . . Se,fc!l2,858 42
Ilcvciiun of 1835, . 31,400,733 (iU

Mnking, . . . 43,2!)3,r.!)2 11

Deductuxpchditurtsof 1835,l8,17(i,l41 07

Actual balnuco in tho
Trcnsury Jnnunry lat, 183(i, 17,451 01

Actunl rcceiplb lirst ruiarttr
1830, . . . . 11,177,245 00

30,21)1,01X1 04

Thrco Inst qumtcrs 1830,
cstimattd 8 inillious cnch.25,000,000 00

Mnking in tho Trcnsury nt
thu rnd of thc yenr, . $01,2?1,WG 01

I hclicvc my nstimnto of tho three last
qunitnis is too low. I know thnt sovcrnl
gentlemen, friendsoftbc Admiuistrntion,
in whom ns fiimncicrs I havo grcat e.onfi-deuc- c,

cstimnto the miiii nt thirty millions
ins.tcud of twcnty fivc. I prcfcr to crr, if
nt nll, ou the snfu side, und thcrcfore tnkc
thc lowest sum. In nddilioii tothis sum,
thc Govcrnmcnt hns, in tlin Unitcd Stntcs
linnk, stock to the ninount of sevcn tnil-lion- s,

which the linnk is now rcndy to pny,
with nn nddition nf 14 pcr ccnt.,nud which
will douhtlesN eoino iuto tlie Trcnsury dur-
ing tho ycnr, with u still grcatcr udvance.
I call this sum cight milbuns. Wo nro in-

formed by tho Sccrctary, in his rcport of
Dcccmbcr, 1831, tlmt thero will alwnys hc,
nt tho cnd of cvcry ycar, n sum of several
millions iu tlio Trcnsury of uucxpcndcd
Imhiuces of formcr npprnprintious, which
mny he wifcly rclicd upon to mcct nppro-
printions for thc cnsiiing ycnr. Thisfciim,
ou tho first nf Jnnunry last, wns nhout eijjht
millions. Thenmountuf this sum must

ninuch grcntcr ratio thun tho
ol'appropiintions;and ns tho appropri-ntionso- f

liu; prcsent ycar nro totobe unusu-nll- y

lnrgc,thc unexpcndcd huluiicu nt thc cnd
oftlio yenr will hu mucli Inrgcr thnn atnny
formcr pcriod. It is impossihlo to form u
dccisive opinion nsto thc ninount until uftcr
tho npproprinlious nre mnde. It cnnnot bo
less tlmn twelve millions. Mr Lawrkkck
liero snid "uot less thnn liftecn millions."
Alr II. coutiiiucd : n inrmlicr of tho Com-miiie- u

ou Wnys nnd Mcnns says not less
tlinn filleen millions. Sir, if youre.xtrnvn-gan- t

npprnprintiuus for fiirtifications nre
mnde, unil udded to those of like clmrncter,
wbicli hnvo nlrcady pnsscd for the Nnvy,
the sum will be mucli Inrgcr thnn fificcu
millions. I hnve heforo snid thnt thcre isn
limit hcyond which moncy cnnnot be

Sir, ) ou mny go on nnd nppropri-ut- e

some bnlf u dozen iiiillinus more for
liiiliuu wuis, the cutisus of which yet in

uukiinwn, nud nhout which, uiiil the
muiiucr of couiluctiiig theiu, un oue sccms
williug to tnko the troublo to inqtiire go
on, sir, with your nppropriatioiis fbr fortili- -
culions und Indinn irenlies, nnd for cvcry
othcr coiiccivuhle objcct for which thu most
latitudiiiurian gentlcman eun ninku up his
iiiiud to votc go on, until you hnvunppro-printe- d

cvery dollnr iu tlio Trcnsury ; nnd
thc grent mnss of tho moncy will btill iu

thcre, undrnwn nnd unexpcndcd.
Wby, sir, if more tlmn two millions of for-

mcr uppropriutions for the incrcase of thc
iMivy could not linuscd iiuringliic inst yenr,
whcn n French wnr wns npprohcndcd, how
nro you to e.vpend tripplothe sum this yenr,
w hcn th'iH yi'Hr's npproprintiou is madc nt n
iiiuch Inter pcriod iu tho Benson thnn the
Inst? Sir, thcse uppropriutions cuniiot be
cxpcnded ; it is idle to tnlk nhout it. Whnt-cvc- r

mny ho thcumount of your npproprin-
tions, whatcvcr mny hc the footing of your
npproprintiou hills nt tho cnd of thc ses-sio- n,

it mny hc enlculntcd with perfcct snfc-t- y

that u sum grcater than thirty millions
cnnnot nnd will uot hc druwn out of ihc
Trcnsury; nud nny ninount above tlmt suui
mny be considcrcd ns remniuing thcre, a
fiind for diMiihutinn, with pcrfect sccurity
to the Trcnsury. lint to go un witli tho
culeulntioii I had coir.mcuccd. Supinsc
tho uiicxpected halnnee nt the cnd ot the
yenr to hc only twolvo niillioiis, mnking
un iiiereneoover tlmt of tho prcsent yeur of
four millions ; this loiir millions, witli the
Fnited Stntcs Ituiik stiickjUiuounts to twelve
uiillions, whieli ndiled to tho 801,21)4,(i!)(i 01
before nseeilnincd, gives in round numhcrs,
thu suui of seveuty thrco millions, which
would hu in tho Trcasury nt thu cnd of thc
yenr, if lio mms wcrc ilrawn out. Thc
procceds of tho public lands for thc thrco
jinst venrs, v. hich the laml hill proposes to
dislilhute, tngpther with those of tho pres-c-

yenr, nt n lihcral eslimute, mny he put
dow'n ut 3( uiillions. Call thu siiui to hc

30 iniHinus, nnd we huvo still
lcll lo bo nppiopriuteil to the ordinuiy

(ioveriuncnt tho enonnous sum
of 37 iiiillinus n sum grcntcr, by nhout
I!) uiillions than the oxpenditurcs of thc l

Inst ycnr, nud gieuter, by 14 millions, thnn
the wliole etimntrs of the Scerclnry, ordi-niir- y

nnd exlrnoidiunrv, for tho cxpcndi- -

tures
.

ol this. Mr, I slmll not go into
.

nny
i f.i i'.' .ipniticuiar esiimwo iu ino coiiiuiiou oi ino

Treusiiry for thu ensuing yenr; fornlthougl
thc laiid'hiK iironoscs to distrihutc the pro
cecds nf thu public lands for 1837, I dccm
thc inquiry wholly unuccei-sary- . I hnve
no inuuiiei' of doubt tlmt the revcnue from
tlm eustniiisnlone,firseverid ycnrs toromc,
will hc iibuiidnnty Biillicieut for nll thu
wnulsofthe Gocrumcnt, but thu dislii-hiitio- n

for 1837, if unw ordcred, will he
iiudcr thc pcifect control of Congrcss nt
ils ue.xt sessiou, nud mny be recnllcd if the
necessitie.s of tlio country slmll ho found to
rcquiio it. I will not, tnpreforc, entcr on
ihe discussion of n qiiestion of so compli-cnic- d

n ehnrnctcr, whcn its finnl dccisiou, if
now niiide, would uot be umtcrinl to thc
iimtter I Imvo hud iu lintid, which wns to
show, whnt 1 think I hnvo clcnrly shown,
thnt tlio liiud hill mny be pnsscd with pcr-
fect snfely lo tho Trcnsury,

Mr Chuirmiui, hnving shown tlmt thc
stato of thc public I'undH will ndmit tho
passngn of thu liiud hill, I would now ho
glad if I could, to Fnt'n-f- tho llouse thnt
tho interest uud wclliiro of tho counti y

its pnssnge. Ilut iu this nndcrtnkiug,
1 nm inet in thu ontsct witli ohstncles
ngiiinst wbieh the dnninnMnilivn rensoning
ofnritlunci'e. d cnlculniions cnnnot ln

with obslucles nieio powerful
thun those coining in thc shnpo of Miong
nrguinunt or nirring elnquenco; obMuclcn
which nothing but iiidividuul sclfuxnminn-tio- n

nud iiiik'pundcut pnli iotinn con rcmnvo
tho ohstuelcs nf prejudico uud party fcel-in- g.

Sir, tlio grent tnisfortuuo of this
mi'iisme of distriliutinn is, not tlmt it is u bnd
mensure, but tlmt, with the mnjoiity, it lms
got n bnd nnme. I sincarcly wish, for tho

pood of tho country, thnt it horo thc nnmo
of soiuo popnlnr jiolitieinn, rnthcr than thnt
of n pcrsccuted Btntc5tnnn. I wisli it wns
a Jnckson or a Vun Uttrcn hill, bccnuso l
believo it would then pnss the Hotiso hy
ncolnuintioii, Sir, tliis ought not to be con-
sidcrcd nparty mcnsurc. It cnnnot operuio
for thc pnrticiilur bcncfit of nny party, or
of nnv pnrticular section. It will opcrnto
cqtinlTy on tho I'cople nnd on tho wholo
country; nnd whntevcr gentlemen may
hnve hcrctoforo thought iii rcgurd to it,
howcver thoy mny havc formerly votcd on
it, it is now prcscntcd under circunislniiccs
so cntirely new, thnt they mny, witliout
niakitig tlicinselvcs linhlo to the chnrgc of
tho slightcst inconsistcncy, givo it thcir
wnrm support. Hcrciofore, thc cvcnt of
thero bcing n surplus to he divided wns
inntter of calculntion nnd cstiinnte. Now
thc existcncc of tlio surplus is nscertuincd

has hccomo nn cstnhlishcdfnct, on which
wo nro cnllcd upon in some wny to nct.
Will gentlemen sufTer this enonnous sur-
plus to hc squnndercd hy tho ccntrnl Gov-crumc- ut

on objects which, whcn uccoin-plishe- d,

will confcr no prncticnl bcncfit on
the country, rnthcr thnn imposc on tlicin-
selvcs tho Inhor of indcpcndcut tliinking
on u qiiestion of such decpjmportunce to
thcir coiistitucnm? Will tlicy BiifTcr n
pcrsouul bms, pcrhnps hustily iuhibcd, un-
der thc inlluencc of liigh party cxcitcincnt,
tn sliut out from thcir miuds thu liglit
which fuct nud rcuson .nny slicd on tliis
qiiestion ? Ccrtninly they will not. Gen-

tlemen will cxumiiic this mcasurc witli
fuiriicss und cnndor, nnd, hnving donc so, 1

cnnnot iloubt thc conclusion to Which tlicy
will urrivc. Tlicy must and will unite iu
fnvor nf thc distributiou.

Mr Clinirmau, I lmve snid thnt I rcgret-tc- d

tliis mensure of distrihution wns con-ucct-

with thu nnme of n distinguislicd
stutcsinan. Not, sir, thnt 1 would hc wil-
liug to pluck n siuglo Inurel from thc lirow
of tlmt individunl. 1 hnve hnd thu honor,
from my youth up, throiigh good nnd
throtigh cvil repnrt, lo hc his politicnl fricnd
nnd nduiircr. 1 now clnim it as nn honor ;

nud whcn tho mist of party rnncor slmll
hnve pnsscd nwny ; when thc nnme nnd
liime of tlmt individunl slmll hccoinu innt-
ter of hi'tory, nnd he clnimcd ns the com-mo- n

property of tho niilion ; wlien men
slmll wonder nt the delusions wbirli lind
seizcd on his cotcmporurics, my childrcn
will clnim it as un hoimr to hc uhlo to snv
of me, My pnrcnt coolly hrcnstcd the tor-re- ut

of jiopulur cliini"'-- , nnd ulways did
him justicc.

llut, sir, grcnt ns mny bo my rcgnrd for
nny individunl, riinpo'my regard for my
cfiuriiry crcatcr; and believingns I
do, thnt this niensure is of tlic Jiigiiestjm-portanc- c

to tho wnlfare of ourcoimtry, nuil
to thc pcnccful continunnce of oiirrcpubli-cu- n

syslem, 1 would willingly givo tlic mer-- it

of its sueress, if it could hc justly done,
to the most violcnt politicnl oppuncnt. In
thc hopc pcrhnps, sir, a vnin onc of

ihc good will of some who, froin
thu nnme of this measure, mny lmve linstily
tckcn up nn unfuvojnble opinion of it, nnd
for thc snko of doing justicc to othcr states-inc- ii

of our eotnury, nnd pnriicularly to my
immedinte prcdcccssor on the fioor of this
llouse, I tnkooccusion tosay, thnt nlthough
this measnro of distriliiitiou hns bccometho
udopted child of the distiuguishcd Scnntor
to whom I lmvH nlludcd ; though it wears
his dress, uud hns taken his nnme, yct ho
cnn Iny no just clnim to the parontugo of
its lcndiug priuciples. Without going
back to un cnrlicr pcriod, nnd without
noticing, vurious suggestions nnd proposi-tion- s

of difl'erent indiviilunls, which hud
been mnde both iu nnd out of Congrofs, it
will bo found tlmt, nsenrly nsJnnnary, 1820,
in imticij iuiou thnt us kioii ns tho public
dcbt should licpnid oll', tho revcnue of tlie
country would exrecd tho wunts of tho
Govcrnmcnt, an houornhlc Senntor froin
New Jcrscy, now Sccrctary of the Nnvy,
brnught forwnrd n prnpositinn for distribu-tin- g

niinuully umong tho Slntes a portion
of thc puhliu rcvenue, for nirpo.-e- s of

nnd iiitcriml improvement. Tho
rcsolutiou wns cnteitnined by tho Scnntc,
nnd tho snbjcct rcfcrred to a comniittce, of
which thc Scnntor iiitroducincr it wns tho

i I .1.. tl.l. 1... jr.tl .1
i uimuiimu , unu un uiu mu iiiuy luuowiug,
thc comniittce mnde n dctniled nnd nhlo
rcport in fuvor of tlie mcasurc,accninpnnied
hy u hill for distrihutiug nmoiig thu Stutcs,
nccordjiigtotlieirrenrcsentntivepopulution,
five millions aunuully for fivo ycnrs, ending
with tho yeur 1831." Tho rccollcction of
gentlemen will cnublo thcm to contirm tho
stntcmcnt which I uow mnkc, thut this
mcnsiiro of distrihution wns fbr sevcrnl
yeurs, in mnny purts of tho country, u

ono wit'li tho fnends of tho prcsent
chicf Mngistrulc. ll hnd receivcd so inuch
uttention, aud wns dccincd to importnnt,
thut Genoral Jnckt-o- nmdo tho suhjcct u
pnrt of his first tncssago to Congrcss. In
that mcssngc, delivered Decembcr 8, 162!),
lio cuuiiicrmcs with iniTth clcarucss and
foreo bomo of tho cvilswhirh wero in fu-

ture to he npprchcndcd from n Mirplus rev-enu- e,

evils under which tho country i now
nctunlly Inboring. 11c then proccods, ns I
will rcud to you: "To nvoid thcso ovils,"
snys tho Mcssnge, "it nppears to ino thnt
thu most snfc, just, nud lcdernl disposition
which could bo iiiudo of tho surplus ruvo-uti- c,

would he ils upportionmcnt nmong
tho Fi vcrul Siutes, nc.i'ording to thcir rutio
of icpri;scntntiou ; uud should this mcasuro
not hu found wurrnuicd by tho Cunstitution,
thnt it ttould be iijnditnt to propose to the
Stalcs an amcndmtnt authorizing it. Sir,
thu I'l'tsidciit then dccmcd this mcasuro of
distrihution so impnitnut, thnt if coustitu-tion- ul

nbjcetions should bo found to prcsent
ulistuclcs in the wny of its uccniuplishment
he would Imvo theiu rcuioicd, ucn hy tho
tnnly nnd difTicult proccFB of nn amcnd-me- ut

of tho Constitution. 1 do not find,
sir, thut thu I'iUbidcnt's vicws inct with

t


